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Africa’s Angry Young Men

No school, no job, no future. Why so many of Africa's young men choose militias.

BY REBECCA TINSLEY | JULY 2, 2015 - 4:10 PM

The Central African Republic (CAR) is a poor, arid, landlocked country the size of Texas. According to the United
Nations, the former French colony is now experiencing the world’s largest forgotten humanitarian crisis. In March
2013, a mainly Muslim rebel group overthrew the corrupt regime of President Francois Bozizé. In response, a
Christian militia took revenge on the country’s Muslim minority with a brutal campaign of ethnic cleansing.
Ninety-nine percent of Muslims in the capital, Bangui, are dead or have left, and one quarter of the country’s

entire population have fled their homes.

Despite the religious make-up of the warring parties, refugees who have sought shelter in neighboring Chad do
not describe a conflict driven by religion. When I spoke with them, they emphasized the years of harmony
between their country’s Muslims and Christians and the exemplary behavior of faith leaders since the conflict
began. Research by Louisa Lombard and Sylvain Batianga-Kinzi confirms that this civil war is not really about
religion — but is rooted in decades of marginalization and poverty. The political leaders responsible for the
current chapter of the CAR’s dismal post-independence history have lost control of the angry young men they

motivated, manipulated and armed in order to achieve their aims, and their country is now paying the price.
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