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The Sad Death of the Latin American Left

Venezuela's Hugo Chavez and Brazil's Luiz Inacio da Silva dreamed of a new world order.
Their successors watched it fall to pieces.

BY CHRISTOPHER SABATINI DECEMBER 10, 2015

In Latin America, economic crisis, corruption, and, now, political upheaval, have brought an end to the foreign
policy adventurism of two nations that once seemed poised to lead a new era: Brazil and Venezuela. Both of
their economies are in a tailspin. Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff faces impeachment proceedings over a
massive corruption scandal. And with the resounding defeat of Venezuelan President Nicolds Maduro’s
governing party in the Dec. 6 legislative elections, these countries’ once-proud ambitions of only a decade ago

now seem delusional.

In the early years of the 21st century, Venezuela and Brazil sought to shake off centuries of U.S. dominance.
Venezuela’s Hugo Chavez and Brazil’s Luiz Indcio “Lula” da Silva stood at the vanguard of a younger generation
of South American heads of state. To the considerable anxiety of officials in Washington, they seemed to herald

a new, turbulent phase for the region’s relations with the United States.

Chavez and his self-proclaimed Bolivarian Revolution — named for his hero Simén Bolivar, Venezuela’s
independence leader — bought allies through oil giveaways and wooed rogue regimes such as Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad’s Iran. Brazil’s pragmatic foreign policy, by contrast, centered on reforming the existing world
order; it also sought to check U.S. power across the hemisphere and, more broadly, democratize multilateral
institutions such as the United Nations and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), with Brazil as the lead

beneficiary.
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